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Community Newsletter

Wednesday 22nd February 2012
Dear Parents/Caregivers
Welcome to another wonderful week at South End.
I have again been asked to write an editorial for the Carterton Crier and as preparation have been reading what is happening in Education world-wide. The New York Times ran this story on Monday. I find it interesting when our government imports ideas from other countries that work less efficiently than we are led to believe. I know from experience that our Board of Trustees looks very closely at the education results that our children achieve. That, along with a very dedicate staff, has just under 85% of our children achieving at or above the National Standard in Literacy and Numeracy. The recently announced  government policy of Charter Schools, has been seen as one way of lifting achievement. 
Here is the article and I shall leave you to make up your own mind.

The Charter School movement has expanded over the last 20 years largely on this promise: If exempted from some state regulations, charters could outperform traditional public schools because they have flexibility and can be more readily tailored to the needs of students. Another selling point is that these schools are supposed to be periodically reviewed when they renew their operating permits — and easily shut down if they fail. 

It has not worked out that way. Despite a growing number of studies showing that charter schools, financed with public money and operating in 40 states, are often worse than traditional schools, the state and local organisations that issue charters, and oversee the schools, are too hesitant to shut them down. That has to change if the movement is to maintain its credibility. 

A new study from the National Association of Charter School Authorisers, a nonprofit, pro-charter school organisation, found that a smaller and smaller percentage of schools are being denied charter renewals. 

According to the study, charter authorisers who oversee many of the nation’s approximately 5,600 charters have, in recent years, shut down fewer 
schools. Only 6.2 percent of those that came up for renewal in 2010-11 were shuttered, down from 8.8 percent in 2009-10 and 12.6 percent in 2008-9. 

A 2009 study from Stanford University’s Center for Research on Education Outcomes found that 37 percent of charter schools performed worse on student test measures than their traditional counterparts. Given that data, closure rates should clearly be higher. Those rates vary widely across the country. The District of Columbia Public Charter School Board is one of the agencies that sets clear standards and shuts schools that fail to meet them, according to the study. It oversees 98 charter schools and has closed 14 over the last three years. 

The study raises troubling questions about the management practices of the oversight groups. Nearly a third of charter authorisers have not established clear revocation criteria; fewer than half have the kind of strong, independent review panels the association recommends; and about only half issue annual reports that show the schools how they are doing. 

State governments and local districts need to do a much better job overseeing these schools, which now educate more than two million students. When weak charters stay open, students are deprived and public money is wasted.

Rod O’Leary

Principal

FAREWELL TO MR O’LEARY
As you are aware, Mr O’Leary
is retiring at the end of Term 1.
On Saturday 17th March we 
will be having a school, and a
community farewell for him, in 
our school hall starting at 1pm.

Everyone is invited to come along and say their goodbyes.   Nibbles and a cup of tea will be provided.  Please RSVP to the school office so we have some idea of numbers for catering.

CARTERTON HARDWARE
Thank you for naming our school as your preferred school when making purchases at Carterton Hardware.  We have received a rebate of $11.75 because of this.  Every little bit helps.  Thanks.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The board would like to call for any expressions of interest from parents or the community, especially if you have a financial background.  
They meet on the 3rd Monday of the month at 6.30pm in the staffroom.  

If you are interested in coming on board please let either Ray Craig (chairperson) or Elaine know.

WHANAU HUI

Welcome to all our new families and new staff.  Our first Hui for the year will be held tomorrow night at 6.30pm in the staffroom.

Please come along to discuss our Kaupapa for this year.  For more information contact Tina Rahui on 379 8952.
PARENT SUPPORT GROUP HELP

We have been lucky enough to be the school chosen to run the bbq for the upcoming Wheelbarrow Races being held on Saturday 3rd March.  

We will be cooking from approximately 10am -12.30pm and need at least 8 people to help us out.  If you can spare an hour or even half an hour, please let Elaine know in the office.  So far we have 5 parents who have offered to help.  We would still like another 3 to volunteer please.
Remember we are trying to get enough money together to build a new playground for the students, so please consider helping out for an hour.
CHESS CLUB
Minty and Marlon are organising a chess club to be held at the Carterton Events Centre every Tuesday from 3.30pm-5.00pm.  

Enquiries to minty@nectarine.co.nz or phone him on 379 5277.

HEALTH CLINIC

A one day only FREE health clinic for all residents of the South Wairarapa will be held on Sunday 4th March, from 10am-3pm at the Greytown Community Centre.  A variety of health specialists will be available for information and advice.  

For more information please phone Ron Sharpe on 304 8822.
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Mr Vincent with some of Rooms 3 & 7 preparing for today’s Christchurch Earthquake remembrance ceremony 

Community Notices
Dates to Remember – Term 1 – 2012
Feb 
29th 
Inter school Swimming Sports

Mar 
17th 
Farewell for Mr O’Leary

Mar
19th
BOT meeting 6.30pm

April
5th
End of Term 1

April 
6-8th
50th Jubilee

April
23rd
Start of Term 2
High Street South
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