WELCOME TO SOUTH END SCHOOL

We trust that your child will enjoy their education at our school. This booklet is designed to give parents some important information about the school, and we suggest you keep it in a safe place for reference.

Of course there are many points that cannot be covered in such a booklet, and we are always pleased to answer any further queries that may arise.

Phone: 
(06) 379 4000 

Fax: 

(06) 379 4005  

Email:    
secretary@southend.school.nz

	Mission Statement

“Supporting Learning, Building Success”


	Vision 

“Learning for Life”


Values/beliefs

At South End School we walk the beliefs of our learning community by demonstrating the value of:

1. 
A solid numeracy and literacy base





2.
Stimulating and exciting experiences

3. 
Enjoyment and a love for learning





4. 
Tolerance, respect and acceptance of others

5. 
Confidence, a sense of self worth and pride.




6. 
Development of strengths and extension programmes.

7. 
Achievement and success.






8.
Information, communication and technology skills.

9. 
Varied experiences including sport, outdoor education, cultural 
and social activities. 

10.
A welcoming attractive learning environment.

11.
Bringing our community together.

OUR SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

As teachers we always try to provide quality of learning and a caring attitude for all children by:

· Building up each child’s self esteem.

· Praising good aspects of behaviour and good performance.

· Encouraging children to help and care for each other and their environment.

· Establishing clear routines and expectations so children have security and know where they stand.

· Taking time to speak and listen to individual children in our class.

· Encouraging independence and self-evaluation.

· Emphasising cooperation, tolerance, participation and enjoyment in school activities.

· Recognising and allowing for individual differences in learning pace.

· Promoting a climate of high expectations.

OPEN DOOR POLICY

At South End School we operate an open door policy -parents are encouraged to keep in contact with the class teacher to discuss any issues regarding the education of their children. Early intervention, and prompt action, can prevent small problems from becoming major issues.

ENROLMENT
For the child’s first admission to a school it is necessary to provide the following:

· Birth Certificate – proof of age & citizenship
· Vaccination Certificate.

· Address and phone number.

· Alternative phone number of friend or relatives for emergencies only.

· Doctor’s name.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees is responsible for the governance of the school and meets once a month. Trustees are available to talk to you about any concerns you may have about the operation of the school, or any suggestions you may have. 

Parent Support Group

P.S.G is a parent/teacher organisation that meets each month. The aim of this group is to provide support for the school generally, and for school programmes and activities. As well P.S.G. is a fund raising organisation, and will also have a very important role to play in parent education. 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION

The school follows the primary curriculum as set down for State Schools.

Students in their first three years are classified as Years 1, 2, & 3.

Students in the Middle School are classified as Years 4, 5, & 6.

Students in the Senior School are classified as Years 7 & 8.

BE READY FOR SCHOOL
Does your child:

· Know their name, address and telephone number, well enough to repeat when necessary?

· Know the safest way to school and be aware of road safety?

· Put away play things after using them?

· Take off and put on outer clothing without assistance?

· Tie own shoes?

· Know how to use a handkerchief and always have one?

· Know how to wash hands after using the toilet?

MOTHER – FATHER: As parents what can you do to help?

· Talk to them about starting school.

· Buy clothes that are easy to manage.

LABEL CLEARLY all possessions that your child will bring to school. It is not wise to send good toys to school.

All lost property – and we do acquire quite a lot – is kept in a box, in the Resource Room, and is always available for parent’s inspection.

[image: image1.wmf]
CLASS STATIONERY
Students are encouraged to purchase their stationery requirements through the school office. We have found the quality of items bought elsewhere can vary considerably.

Five year olds enrolling for the first time are given free stationery as a gesture of goodwill from the Parent Support Group of South End School.
SCHOOL DONATION
The school asks for a per child donation each year to provide additional resources in classroom programmes.
THE SCHOOL DONATION IS A VOLUNTARY DONATION.

The school really does depend on your donation.
The money is spent on photocopying for class use, classroom stationery and equipment, sports gear, paper and printing and extra reading materials.

We seek your support in balancing our budget by contributing the following:



$  50.00 per child per year



$100.00 maximum per family

If enrolling during the year


$35.00 per child enrolled in Term 2

$23.00 per child enrolled in Term 3

$12.00 per child enrolled in Term 4
Your contributions are appreciated and receipts will be issued.

HEALTH
[image: image2.wmf]The Health card supplied to new entrants is to be completed for the Public Health Nurse. Please advise us of any changes in medical circumstances that we should be aware of.

Good health is essential for school progress and in partnership with parents we address any health issues.
1. Hearing and Vision tests are carried out in the first year of school and parents can request further checks when thought advisable. The tester visits us once a term.

2. Immunisation protects! Five-year-olds entering school are expected to have their immunisation programme up to date. Please check with your family doctor of Public Health Nurse to ensure this is done.

3. Headlice or Pediculosis. Despite all precautions, these nuisances do make an occasional visit. The only evidence of infestation are live headlice. By far the best method of control is to carefully inspect your child’s hair at least once a week when washing – if in doubt ring the Public Health Nurse Judi Harding (946 9814), or see a Chemist. Lice can be controlled quite readily. Regular combing can also help to eradicate live lice. 

4. Common Ailments –  period of exclusion from school:

Chicken Pox

5 days after appearance of blisters

 
      Measles


one week from appearance of rash
      Mumps


until swelling has completely subsided
      Ringworm 

must be under treatment – no contact activities
[image: image3.wmf]      Impetigo 

(school sores) must be treated 




and covered            

5. Our Dental Therapist checks teeth once a year. 

HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING
Send them to school on time each and every day.

Encourage them to bring home their work.

Hang up a picture or painting for a few days – be proud of it!

[image: image4.wmf]Give them duties around the house, which require one or two simple directions. This will add to their confidence.

Select good stories and books to read to them daily.

Be selective with television programmes, and use of computers. Many television and computer programmes are great, but some are not suitable and may lead to inappropriate behaviour.

When reading or talking to them, make sure they are listening. We find many children who can talk, but not listen.

Keep in close contact with the teachers about their progress.

Make sure they get to bed at a reasonable hour. A 7.00pm bedtime is reasonable for a 5-year-old. We have children falling asleep because they watch TV until a late hour.

For those messy art lessons, an old shirt is very useful to keep paint off clothes.

SPORTS






[image: image5.wmf]All children have sports instruction throughout the year and it would be appreciated if they brought clothing suitable for those activities (see section on swimming below).

A note from home is required if a child is to be excused from physical activities.

We have a wide range of sports equipment available for the children’s use at interval and lunchtime. 

The school encourages all children to participate in a range of organised sports. As a school we field teams in basketball and netball competitions. Saturday competition in rugby, soccer, and cricket is organised by local clubs.

[image: image6.wmf]SWIMMING



During the 1st and 4th terms, the teaching of swimming is taken in our pool. This is part of the normal school Health and PE programme, and we expect all children to take part. They need to bring named togs and towels in a swimming bag or plastic bag.

ROAD SAFETY
A Road Patrol operates in front of the school. Year 6, 7 & 8 children are trained to judge when it is safe for children to cross the road. Your child is required to listen to the patrollers’ instructions and use the crossing at all times.

Cyclists must wear a helmet
PARENTS SHOULD SET AN EXAMPLE BY USING APPROPRIATE ROAD RULES THEMSELVES

[image: image7.wmf]NEWSLETTERS







Parents are kept informed through weekly newsletter of school events. The newsletter is given to each child on Wednesdays.
PROMOTION THROUGH THE SCHOOL

Most children require at least two-years in the Junior School. The actual period can vary according to birthdates.

Children spend one year in each of the year 3 to 8 classes. This however does vary occasionally depending on the individual circumstances. If such a situation arises, it is school policy to consult with the parents before any decision is made.
SCHOOL HOURS: The day begins at 9:00am and finishes at 3.00pm.




     Interval is from 10.30 - 10.50am
 


     Lunch break is 12.35 - 1:30pm.

Children may enter the grounds at 8.20am, and must go home at 3:00pm. It is important that children do go straight home and not detour without parents’ knowledge.

It would be wise to warn your children of the dangers of loitering or accepting rides from strangers on the way to and from school.

PARENT HELPERS
We encourage parents to assist in non-teaching activities in the classroom. Other parent help activities include assistance with sport, parent tutor reading, the repair of books, and making maths equipment.

If you feel you would like to help please contact the office – Phone 3794000, or tell a teacher.

REPORTING TO PARENTS
Parents are always welcome to contact the school for an appointment with the class teacher. There are 8 occasions during the year when the school reports to parents 

February       
Meet the Teacher Evening

June               
Written Reports & Parent Interviews

December     
Written Reports & Parent Interviews

Effort Cards 
Last Week of each Term
Parents are encouraged to request an interview if there are any concerns about the assessments.
MONEY
We discourage children from bringing money to school for security reasons, but when it is necessary to send money for books, school functions or lunches, it is best sent in a clearly named envelope, and taken to the school office.

LUNCHES
Lunches can be ordered at school twice a week.

On Mondays Lunch Orders are taken at the office and purchased from Café Ole.

On Thursdays the School Support Group runs a Sausage Sizzle.

All lunches are delivered at lunchtime.

[image: image8.wmf]ABSENCES

Please advise us of your child’s intended absence either by phone before school or message through another child. The office manager will follow up on unexplained absences, but this is a time consuming exercise. No follow up note is required if we have been advised on the day of absence. 

PHONE: 3794000 before 8.50am.

No child is permitted to leave the grounds during the day without written permission unless they are accompanied by an adult.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBERS
Please notify us immediately if there is a change of parent/guardian, address, phone number, emergency number or Doctor.

In cases of sickness or accident, we need to contact parents immediately and this information is of vital importance.

SCHOOL PHONE
We are charged for all outgoing calls so to keep our costs down children are requested not to use the phone unless it is an urgent matter.

[image: image9.wmf]TRANSPORT

Children under 10 who live at least 2.8kms from school may be eligible for transport assistance. Please contact the [image: image10.wmf]Principal with any queries. Please contact the school if your children are not to be on the bus on any particular occasion.

LIBRARY BOOKS AND HOME READERS

[image: image11.wmf]Your child will bring home library books from school. We spend a significant amount on these books and we would ask your assistance in looking after them.



The Junior School, in particular, bring many reading books home. These are to support the school reading programme and are usually books that the children have already read at school, but some are for shared reading with parents. 

We ask you to let your child share their sense of accomplishment with you. A parent’s encouragement can work wonders!!

NB Please ensure your child returns the home reading books each day.

CLOTHING/UNIFORM
A uniform is worn at all times which can be purchased from the local Postie Plus store. Please name all clothing and shoes, and, in the swimming season, underclothes as well. We can only trace owners of lost property items when they are named. Jewellery and dangling earrings are not appropriate for school.

[image: image12.wmf]SCHOOL AWARDS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

It is our policy to acknowledge success at school through awards, certificates, a sharing time at school assemblies, and the school newsletter.

Awards are made to acknowledge academic achievement in the classroom, sporting prowess, cooperative and social skills, and special occasions.  
HOMEWORK
[image: image13.wmf]Homework is viewed as an extension of school activities and a means of reinforcing learning and developing and practising independent study skills. It should be a posivite experience between parent and student, and is not compulsory. The school sees it as good preparation towards further schooling and homework is set regularly. 
Guidelines:
Students in junior classes will bring home reading material most nights, and a log to record their reading shared at home.

Students in year 3 to 8 may use a homework communication book/notebook and teachers explain their expectation in letters to parents at the beginning of the school year.

Regular homework tasks include reading, spelling and maths basic facts. Homework involving topic and project work is spread over several days.

It is recommended that time allocated to homework be limited to 30 minutes per day, or 2 hours per week. We believe children should have the opportunity to take part in a range of after school activities.

Most of all homework should be an opportunity for families to share in the learning of their children and needs to be a positive and affirming experience.
NB Homework should be a positive experience for everyone concerned.

[image: image14.wmf]SCHOOL CURRICULUM
South End School follows the National Curriculum Guidelines, providing instruction in the seven essential learning areas of:

Language
Mathematics
Technology

Science
Social Sciences
The Arts

Health and Physical Well-being

[image: image15.wmf] These learning areas are broad categories of knowledge and understanding that the school redefines and clarifies more specifically in curriculum delivery policies and procedures. Parents are invited to view these documents by request through the office.

The New Zealand Curriculum also specifies eight groupings of essential skills to be developed by students across the whole curriculum throughout their years of schooling. 

Communication Skills



 Numeracy Skills

Information Skills



 Problem Solving Skills

Self-Management and Competition Skills
 Physical Skills

Social and Co-operative Skills


 Work and Study Skills

These essential skills are important if students are to achieve to their potential and to participate fully in society, including the world of work. In planning learning programmes, the school ensures that all students have the opportunity to develop the full range of the essential skills to the best of their ability.

SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAMMES
South End School Senior Management Team is responsible for the organisation and coordination of programmes for children identified as having learning difficulties in various areas. 

[image: image16.wmf]Special Needs programmes include 

· Reading Recovery

· Writing Support Programme

· Life Skills

· Parent Tutor Reading

· Monthly testing (Spelling Level Testing, and Basics Facts Testing)

· Oral Language “Talk to Learn”

ASSEMBLIES
School Assemblies are held every Monday from 12noon to 12.30pm in our school hall. These are very important occasions when we come together as a school to celebrate whole school, class, and individual successes and achievements. 

Each School Councillor has turns at hosting the Assemblies, which are run by the pupils themselves. 

[image: image17.wmf]EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Children at South End School have the opportunity to participate in a wide range of extra curricular activities, including choir, drama, dance, school productions, aerobics, hockey, basketball, rugby, soccer, running activities, power walking, and netball.

Senior pupils are also encouraged to accept responsibility at school as PE shed monitors, road wardens, school councillors and library monitors.

Any concerns or if you require any further information contact the Principal 
  Rod O’Leary    School 379 4000



                             Home  379 6604
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